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PRESENTATION 
OVERVIEW

• Quick intro to TRI

• Pollution prevention data

• Tools demonstration:

• TRI Toxics Tracker

• Solvent Substitutions

• Questions and discussion
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WHAT IS  THE TRI?
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TRI-listed chemicals may pose a threat to human health and the environment

TRI tracks the management of these chemicals in waste

POLLUTION 
PREVENTION

ENVIRONMENTAL 
RELEASES

WASTE 
TRANSFERS

WASTE 
MANAGEMENT



W H AT I S  
T H E  T R I ?
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2 1 , 0 0 0 +  
industrial and federal 

facilities

S I N C E  1 9 8 7
annual reporting 

directly from facilities

8 0 0 +  
individual chemicals and 

chemical categories



W H AT  P 2  
I N F O R M AT I O N  
D O  FA C I L I T I E S  

R E P O R T ?
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• P2 activities

• Barriers to P2 [optional]

• Free-text comments [optional]



H O W  D O  
FA C I L I T I E S  
R E P O R T  P 2  

I N F O R M AT I O N ?
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P2 ACTIVITIES

Select from 24 codes organized into five 

categories to describe the source reduction 

activity.



H O W  D O  
FA C I L I T I E S  
R E P O R T  P 2  

I N F O R M AT I O N ?
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BARRIERS TO P2

B1 Insufficient capital 

B2 Require technical information on pollution 

prevention 

B3 Concern that product quality may decline 

B4 Source reduction unsuccessful

B5 Specific regulatory/permit burdens

B6 Maxed out

B7 No known substitutes or alternatives

B8 Reduction does not appear to be technically 

feasible

B99 Other barriers



H O W  D O  
FA C I L I T I E S  
R E P O R T  P 2  

I N F O R M AT I O N ?
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FREE-TEXT COMMENTS

As facilities add source reduction 
activities and barriers, they have the 
option to report additional 
information in open-ended text 
fields.

• Source Reduction
• Waste Management
• Other Information

Facilities can include information not 
captured by P2 codes alone, e.g:

• Processes affected by source reduction
• Other benefits such as lower water use
• Use of specific materials



AC C E S S I N G  T R I  DATA



10https://www.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program/tri-toolbox 

NEW! 
TRI TOOLBOX

• Find tools based on 
topic or area of 
interest

• See full suite of TRI 
tools and data 
formats

• Find resources on 
how to use TRI data

https://www.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program/tri-toolbox


D E M O

T R I  TOX I C S  T R AC K E R

https://edap.epa.gov/public/extensions/TRIToxicsTracker/TRIToxicsTracker.html#continue
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T R I  S O L V E N T  S U B S T I T U T I O N S -  W O R K F L O W  F O R  C O M M E N T  A N A L Y S I S

KEYWORD 
FILTERING

Narrowed group of 
comments by selecting 
those containing 
keywords 

Substitution phrases 

• Substitute, alternative

Processes

• Powder coating, 
mechanical cleaning

Known alternatives

• Aqueous, water-based

SELECT 
COMMENTS 

FOR TRI-LISTED 
SOLVENTS

Pull free-text 
comments from forms 
for TRI-listed chemicals 
commonly used as 
solvents 

MANUAL 
REVIEW

Review comments to 
identify original solvent 

and replacement 
chemical or process

DATABASE OF 
SPECIFIC 
SOLVENT 

SUBSTITUTIONS
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391 comments describe specific substitutions, reported by facilities 
in 16 industry sectors

116 distinct combinations 

Most replaced

▪ Xylene (mixed isomers)

▪ Toluene

▪ Methanol

Most common substitutes

▪ Aqueous products

▪ Powder coatings

▪ High solids formulations



D E M O

T R I  S O LV E N T 
S U B ST I T U T I O N S

https://www.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program/solvent-substitutions-reported-tri
https://www.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program/solvent-substitutions-reported-tri


A C C E S S I N G  S O L V E N T  S U B S T I T U T I O N  
I N F O R M A T I O N  R E P O R T E D  T O  T R I
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Webpage |           Handout        | Interactive table       | Downloadable spreadsheet



QUESTIONS?
TRI Program Home
https://www.epa.gov/tri 
 

Additional questions and follow-up 
“Contact Us” link 
TRI.Help@epa.gov
snyder.charlotte@epa.gov

https://www.epa.gov/tri
mailto:TRI.Help@epa.gov
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