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Reporting Requirements for Pollution 

Prevention

Facilities must report the following information:

• Whether a pollution prevention (P2) plan has been prepared; 

• If a plan is required under governmental obligations, specify the 

relevant jurisdiction and the applicable program or regulation (e.g., 

Environment and Climate Change Canada’s P2 planning notice);

• Pollution prevention activities undertaken during the current reporting 

year; 

• Substances targeted by these activities since 2021;

• Reasons why no pollution prevention activities were undertaken 

during the current reporting year.
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Pollution Prevention Activities in the NPRI 

System
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Materials or 
Feedstock 

Substitutions

Increased purity of 
materials

Substituted materials

Product Design or 
Reformulation

Changed product 
specifications

Modified design or 
composition

Modified packaging

Equipment or Process 
Modifications

Modified 
equipment, layout 

or piping

Use of a different 
process catalyst

Instituted better 
controls on 

operating bulk 
containers

Changed from small 
volume containers 
to bulk containers

Modified stripping / 
cleaning devices

Changed to 
mechanical 

stripping / cleaning 
devices

Changed to 
aqueous cleaners

Modified or installed 
rinse systems

Improved rinse 
equipment 
operations

Modified spray 
systems or 
equipment

Improved 
application 
techniques

Changed from spray 
to other system

Improved rinse 
equipment design

Spill or Leak 
Prevention

Improved storage or 
stacking procedures

Improved 
procedures for 

loading, unloading 
and transfer 
operations

Installed overflow 
alarms or automatic 

shut-off valves

Installed vapor 
recovery systems

Implemented 
inspection or 

monitoring program 
of potential spill or 

leak sources

Modified 
containment 
procedures

Improved draining 
procedures

On-site Recovery, Re-
use or Recycling

Instituted 
recirculation within a 

process

Improved Inventory 
Management or 

Purchasing 
Techniques Activities

Instituted 
procedures to 

ensure that materials 
do not stay in 

inventory beyond 
shelf-life

Initiated testing of 
outdated material

Eliminated shelf-life 
requirements for 
stable material

Instituted better 
labeling procedures

Instituted 
clearinghouse to 

exchange materials

Instituted improved 
purchasing 
procedures

Good Operating 
Practice or Training

Improved 
maintenance 

scheduling, record 
keeping or 
procedures

Changed 
production schedule 

to minimize 
equipment and 

feedstock 
changeovers

Training related to 
pollution prevention



Factors Explaining the Absence of Pollution 

Prevention Activities
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• Substance, process or technology alternatives are unknown or 

unavailable;

• Activities were implemented in a previous year, and additional activities 

are either unnecessary or unfeasible at this time;

• Lack of sufficient capital to implement activities;

• Insufficient understanding of how to implement pollution prevention 

activities;

• Concern that product quality may decrease as a result of the activities;

• Limitations imposed by regulatory or permit obligations;

• Other factors.



Pollution Prevention Highlights

• In 2023, 1,043 reporting 

facilities had implemented 

pollution prevention plans;

• In 2023, 3,505 facilities (44% of 

reporting facilities) reported 

having carried out at least one 

pollution prevention activity;

• The facilities reported having 

conducted pollution prevention 

activities for 90 substances;

• The substances with the highest 

pollution prevention rates are 

volatile organic compounds, 

particulate matter, lead, 

ethylene glycol, and zinc.
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Facilities that Carried Out Pollution Prevention Activities in 2023



Accessing Pollution Prevention Data 

Query Site        NPRI Database NRPI Dashboard
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Graph 1: Which susbtance were affected by material
and feedstock substitutions activities



Accessing Pollution Prevention Information

• Advice for businesses on pollution prevention;

• P2 Notices under the Canadian Environmental Protection Act:

• Search for reports submitted to Environment and Climate 

Change Canada in response to a P2 planning notice;

• Find information on previous notices in the Open 

Government Portal.
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https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/pollution-prevention/business.html
https://pollution-waste.canada.ca/pollution-prevention-reports/?GoCTemplateCulture=en-CA
https://open.canada.ca/data/en/dataset/8fb91584-0bdf-4fc0-a1c6-dcbd9ca30fb9
https://open.canada.ca/data/en/dataset/8fb91584-0bdf-4fc0-a1c6-dcbd9ca30fb9


Thank You! Questions?

National Pollutant Release Inventory and 

Substance Information Division

Science Reporting and Assessment 

Directorate

Science and Technology Branch

Environment and Climate Change Canada

inrp-npri@ec.gc.ca

https://canada.ca/NPRI
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mailto:inrp-npri@ec.gc.ca
https://www.canada.ca/fr/services/environnement/pollution-gestion-dechets/inventaire-national-rejets-polluants.html?utm_campaign=not-applicable&utm_medium=vanity-url&utm_source=canada-ca_inrp
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