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The North American map is a familiar sight. It hangs in schools, offices and homes across the
continent. But this June, a new map will be unveiled that will remain current even as new roads
are laid and regional boundaries change.

That map, shown on the right, is the first map of North America to be drawn by all three North
American countries. It's also the first “living” map of North America to be available online and
updated as new information is available. Significantly, an official map of the continent has never
before been available online in Mexico.

In producing the map, cartographers combined national data and carefully adjusted the line work o Ve AN
so that roads and other markers connected at the correct position. The final product, they say, will ' Joy o TRy i e s e 00 e L
serve as the foundation for future resource, environmental, social and economic maps.

“Gone are the days when maps are dated by the information they inaccurately present,” says
Carlos Valdés, informatics manager for the CEC. “This map will provide cartographers everywhere
with an accurate and current base map so that data from all types of sources can be integrated
to help better inform decision makers.”

3 : For example, the CEC has used maps to promote shade-grown coffee by showing a spatial
% % relationship between coffee production and declining bird populations. The North American
Terrestrial Ecoregions map (shown) also provided a spatial framework to link existing biodiversity
D data for areas of common conservation concern.

“The digital North America atlas will promote greater public access to environmental
information,” boasts Valdés. “Institutions and individuals are free to use the map to advance
scientific research, environmental promotion and any number of applications.”

The four groups behind the map—the CEC, Natural Resources Canada’s Atlas of Canada, the
US Geological Survey’s US National Atlas and the Instituto Nacional de Estadistica Geografia e
Informatica—plan to produce 30,000 print editions for distribution to cartographers, geological
societies and schools, while an online version would allow general public access.

The new North American Atlas is set at a 1:10,000,000 scale. Data includes roads, railroads,
populated places, political boundaries, hydrology, bathymetry, sea ice and glaciers.
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