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The North American Commission for Environmental Cooperation’s (CEC’s) Sound Management of
Chemicals (SMOC) program conducts an annual public meeting to engage stakeholders. These
meetings are designed to disseminate information and provide a forum for input on the SMOC'’s
activities and directions. Representatives from environmental, indigenous, academic and industry
groups are invited to attend and are primarily from Canada, the United States and Mexico.

Background
The SMOC initiative was originally developed in response to a call from the Environment Ministers

of Canada, Mexico and the USA to reduce the risk of exposure to toxic chemicals of mutual concern.
This mandate was initially addressed through the creation of North American Regional Action Plans
(NARAPs) on specific chemicals such as DDT, PCB’s, Mercury and others. Noting that the sound
management of chemicals covers a broader range of toxic substances than individual compounds,
SMOC working group (WG) consulted with stakeholders to develop a North American agenda for
chemicals management which shifts the focus of the SMOC program away from an emphasis on
individual substances and moving towards a more strategic and encompassing regional approach of
catalyzing cooperative actions. Ministers will be asked to authorize this new direction at their
annual meeting in June, 2008.
The four focus areas of this new direction include:

= Establishing a foundation for chemicals management across North America;

= Developing and implementing a sustainable regional approach to monitoring and

assessment, including biomonitoring;

= Reducing the risk from chemicals of mutual concern in North American; and

* Improving the environmental performance of sectors of mutual interest.
These four areas will help to redefine the work currently being undertaken and assist the three
countries in meeting their regional and international commitments such as the Montebello
Leaders Summit, WSSD 2020, UNEP , SAICM, OECD, APEC, and other Multilateral Environmental
Agreements.

Summary of the meeting

In total, 55 participants, including 34 stakeholders came for a two day public meeting which
was held March 5-6, 2008 in Tucson, Arizona, USA. The meeting focused on the progress of the
SMOC program and its proposed new direction, related domestic priorities, Indigenous
Communities and U.S./Mexico Border 2012 initiatives. (Agenda and Presentations available at
http://www.cec.org/programs_projects/pollutants_health/project/index.cfm?projectID=25&varlan=e
nglish&ID=docs, or email request to info@cec.org)

The meeting provided an opportunity to receive feedback from the participants through focused
breakout sessions and discussion periods after each presentation.

The USEPA also organized this year’s site visit to Tucson’s Los Reales Land(fill, where a state-of-the-
art landfill operation demonstrated its daily operations within an urban setting.
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Public input
Some of the main feedback and recommendations from the participants include:

The SMOC renewed agenda and areas of focus (noted above in background) seemed to
coincide with the public’s perspective of the appropriate SMOC program direction.

Noting that toxic chemicals are a global concern, the SMOC program should strengthen its
horizontal linkages with other relevant CEC programs, bilateral programs and international
initiatives.

The SMOC WG should assess and improve its efforts to educate and engage the public on its
direction and approaches to chemicals of concern and on the SMOC program itself.

Capacity building, reliable measurements, proper interpretation and subsequent
communication should be integral considerations under the monitoring initiative.

The participants supported the idea of inputting into the second International
Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM 2) as the North American region and
participating in a side event; they also supported the concept of working towards
developing a North American Chemicals Conference in late 2009.

In order to enhance public involvement, the SMOC should consider establishing a group
consisting of stakeholder representatives to provide ongoing input to the SMOC WG
throughout the year.

Recognizing that indigenous communities are an integral part of the North American
landscape, the SMOC program should maintain an active involvement with indigenous
communities and explore and develop areas of collaboration.

The SMOC WG and the Secretariat will consider how best to incorporate these points and to relay
its successes to the Council of Ministers in June at their annual meeting in Ottawa.

Path Forward

The SMOC WG will continue developing and implementing an enriched North American agenda on
the Sound Management of Chemicals, taking into consideration the valuable input from the public
sessions.

We appreciate your contributions to the SMOC program and encourage your continued
interest.



